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1. STATE 1 2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. 

West Branch, Iowa - 
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER ( A h  administrator ijdiffermtfrom owner) 

Bernard L. Boutin, Administrator, Public Building Service, GSA, Washington, I). C. 
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRlPTlON (Describe briefly what maku sUe important and what remains are extant) 

Iowa I XXII-Social and Humanitarian Movements 

This two-room cottage i n  West Rranch, Iowa, was the birthplace of Eterbert Hoover, 
world-renamed engineer, humanitarian, and the 31st President of the Uoited States. 
Et was here that  he spent the f i r s t  seven years of his l i f e .  Born in humble surroundings 
on August 10, 18'74, he was the second son of Jesse Qark Hoover and Huldah Mintharn 
Hoover. Herbert Hoover's paxents, as w e l l  as  his forbears for several generatians, 

3. NAME(S) OF SITE 

Herbert Hoover Birthplace 

were Quakers. 

4. APPROX. ACREAGE 

28 acres 

The future President spent the first eleven years of his l i f e  i n  t h i s  small Iowa 
Qualter community. His father, of whan y q  Hoover had cprly a "dim" recollection, was 
the village blacksmith; l a t e r  he established "a c a m f ~ l e  farm implement business." 
With greater resources, the family moved across the s t ree t  fraa the two-roan cottage 
where Herbert was burn t o  a new and larger house, since destroyed, a block farther 
south and,= the opposite side of the street.  Herbert had a brother, born January 28, 
1871, and a younger sister ,  May, born Septmber 1, 1876. 

5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roue, ctc. I j  difiCPLU to find, sketch wn Supplementary Shed) 

However, tragedy soon struck the Hoover family. The father, Jesse Hoover, contracted 
a fever and died i n  December, 1880, a t  the age of 34. The mother carried on and en- 
deavored t o  ra ise  the children in her own hame. However, she died in February, 1884, 
when Herbert was l e s s  than ten years of age. So, at an early age, young Hoover was 
guided by foster  parents. 

After his parentst deaths, he lived for a short time w i t h  his Iowa relatives. He 
spent saae time at the country hcme of his Uncle Allan and Aunt Millie Hoover. W i n g  
the winter of 1885, he went t o  l ive  at Newburg, Qregon, w i t h  his uncle, Dr. H. John 
Minthorn, who had recently los t  his omly son. 

(continued) 

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES ((five best 8oUrccs; gbe  2 d o n  oj manuscript8 and rare w o r b )  

Herbert Hoover, The M e m i r s  of Herbert Hoover: Years of Adventure, 1874-1920 
( ~ e w  Ycrk : 1951) 

Algene IJrons, Our lbkrmwn Ex-President: A Portrait  of Herbert Hoover ( ~ e w  York: 1948) 
Eugene Wms, The Herbert Hoover Stoay (Washingtm: 1959) 
Dorothy H. McGee, Herbert Hoov   at em (new Y02-k : 1959) 

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (dicntion best reports and studiea, 

W i l l i a m  Haxd, Who' s Hoover? ( ~ e w  York: 198) 
W i l l i a m  Peterson, ed., "Hower i n  Iowa," The Palimpsest (~ugust,  1948) 
W i U i a m  Peterson, ed., "~oover  in Iowa, " The Mimpsest - (~u~uat, 1962) 

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) 
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10. PHOTOGRAPHS * 1 1. CON DITION 

ATTACHED: YES NOO 
12. PRESENT USE (&Iwczlm, jarm, dc.) 13. DATE OF VISIT 

M e m o r i a l  Bzrk and Shrine ! June '59 & ~ug.'60 
15- TITLEVi~i tm Services ! 16. DATE 

Coordinator (History)  1 ~wember 10, 1964 
T ON AN 8 X lo$$ SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE 
GATIVE. IF ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES. 



Form l0.317a 
(Sept. 1~67) UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET 

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order 
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont'd), as, 
6. Description and Importance (cont'd) . . . 
STATE NAME($) OF SITE 

Iuwa ( Herbert Hoover Birthplace 

Following his  mwe t o  Oregon, young Hoover attended Newburg Academy, a Quaker inst i tut im.  
When his uncle moved t o  Salem, he took young Herbert w i t h  him t o  serve as an office b o y b  
m September, 1891, a t  the age of 17, Hoover entered Stanford University as a special 
student. He was graduated from that school in May, 1895, w i t h  a degree i n  engineering. 
Af'ter working a t  odd jobs in engineering, Hower was employed as  a chief engineer by 
the Chinese government. Later in  1901, he became a junior partner in  the firm of 
Bewick, Mmeing and Ccmpany. He traveled extensively and remained a partner w i t h  the 
firm for seveau: years. By 1908, he earned a world-wide reputation as an engineer and 
had beccane faiirly wealthy. Later, he a r w z e d  a group of consulting engineers. 

Hoover first attracted recognition as a public figure in  1914 after he headed the 
American Relief Coamnittee t o  aid penniless and stranded Americans in Europe. IB this 
capacity, he assisted 120,000 Americans in caning hme. Later, he headed the Canrm-lssion 
for the Relief of Belgium. Af'ter the United States entered the World War, Hower served 
as U. S. Food Administrator. Following the war,  he established the American Relief 
Administratian which fed millians of adults and children in countries ravaged by the war. 
He emerged from these experiences an internationally known public figure. 

3W.l- World W a x  I, Hoover staxted on his political career which eventually brought 
him i n t o  the White House. Ln 1921, President Harding appointed him Secretary of 
Commerce and he served in that position far several years. In 1928, he received the 
Republican nomination E m  President and in  the election that  year he wan an wer- 
whelming victory. 

Unfortunately, Hoover's administration was dominated by the ecmamic depression which 
struck the country folluwing the stock market crash i n  October, 1929. The end of' his 
period of office in  March, 1933, found same 12-14 million unemployed. Under his  ad- 
ministration, Congress established the Recanstructian Mnance Corporation t o  provide 
indirect relief through loas  t o  insurance companies, banks, and state and local 
organizations. Q1 the i n t e r n a t i d  scene, Hoover's greatest cmtributicm was the 
London Naval Agreement of 1930 which placed limits on the number of small vessels, as 
well as battleships and cruisers, each nation might construct, In Lat in  American affairs, 
he inaugurated the nan-intervention policies. 

Af'ter leaving the office of President, Hoover retired for a number of years, Following 
World War 11, at the  request of President Truman, Hoover made several t r ips  abroad t o  
study food supplies and make recummendations t o  avert a postwar famine. In 1947, 
Truman appointed him &airman of the Ccunmissian on the Organization of the EZecutive 
Branch of Government, coaarmanly known as the Hoover Commission, B 1953, President 
Eisenhawer created a second Hoover Commission with Hoover as C h a i m ,  This cogmnissim 
issued several. reparts recommending ways of simpli@ing and creating ecanamies in the 
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administrative structure of the government. Hoover ret ired from public l i f e  in June, 
1955. He died October 20, 1964, at the age of @ years and was buried a t  h i s  birthplace 
at West Branch, Iowa. The remains of his wife have since been remwed t o  the birthplace 
s i t e ,  

Remains: The Herbert Hoover Birthplace i s  a part of the Herbert Hoover Birtl4ilace 
Parh, which comprises sane 28 acres of land. The ccrttage where Herbert Hoover was born 
is simple in every deta i l  and cmtains two rooms. (he of these served as a ptwlor, 
kitchen, and dining roan ccmbined; the other as a bedroom. It i s  now administered by 
the Public Buildings Service, General Services Administratian. 

m 1935, the Homers obtained the property which had passed in to  other hands. The 
original cottage was placed i n  its original position and restared t o  i ts  former status. 
The building was then equipped w i t h  sane of i ts  original Rumishings. A replica of the 
Jesse Hower blacksmith shop has been bui l t  near the birthplace site, 

In 1939, prominent citizens of Iowa incorporated the Hoover Birthplace Society which, i n  
the  late 1g5OVs, merged w i t h  the Herbert Hoover Birthplace Foundation. Sirrce that tlme, 
the  asea has been landscaped and developed. The new Herbert Hoover Library-Museum which 
houses sr77. the personal papers and memorabilia fran Hooverts Presidency was dedicated i n  
1962. The Library i s  administered by the Natianal Archives and Recards Senrice. 

Bibliography : (continued frcm first page f 

John lkmy, Historic Midwest Houses (Minneapolis : 1947) 
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